


Welcome Youth Leaders!

As youth leaders, we recognize that the greatest harvest exists on the school campus.  There are 
many avenues that allow youth leaders to have a presence on campus, but this resource is 
written specifically to target those interested in and currently serving in sports chaplaincy. 

So, why “The Sideline Pass”?  Let’s be honest.  This is one of the most coveted badges that a 
youth leader could possess.  It’s the pass of all passes.  It’s an open door with direct access to 
student athletes, coaches, parents, principals, and even the school.  I still remember the athletic 
director’s words when I picked up my sideline pass for the most recent season: “Other pastors 
want to do this”.  Yes, it is a great opportunity that most anyone would jump at.  But it’s just 
that...an opportunity.  The sideline pass doesn’t make you a better youth leader or make your 
church and student ministry better just because you have one.  The sideline pass is an opportunity 
to take Jesus to your local campus by loving and serving the team. 

“The Sideline Pass” is a resource designed to help you step into a role as a sports chaplain.  This 
resource is packed full of ideas, strategies, and devotions from current chaplains that work with 
basketball, football, cheerleading, and even rodeo teams every week!  As you know, every 
campus and community is different.  Use these ideas as a starting place and springboard to launch 
into the ministry that is right for the campus near you.  Whatever you decide to do, make the 
campus a priority for your church and student ministry.  

“But I say, wake up and look around.  The fields are already ripe for harvest!” John 4:35

Praying for YOU as you win your campus, 

Marcus Vail
Kyle Embry
Jackson Sandefer
Seth Wolverton
Allison Abey
Brooke Leonard
Luis Salazar
Joseph Kellogg
Johnny Wohlgemuth
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Making the Connection 

This is probably the scariest moment for youth leaders.  You want to do something significant on 
the campus, but you just aren’t sure where to begin.  Gaining influence on the campus is not a 
one-size-fits-all.  The most influential meetings may not happen with the principal, and your 
greatest influence might not even happen in the sports arena.  If you approach your campus with a 
heart and attitude to serve their agenda, you will be thrilled to fulfill any opportunity that they 
hand you.

As you are looking for a starting point, here are some personal stories of how other sports 
chaplains made the connection:

“I totally creeped the school’s website!  I found an email address for the head football coach.  I 
sent him an email as a shot in the dark because in this town he is a pretty big deal.  I just 
introduced myself, told him that my church was in the area, and that we wanted to bless him, his 
staff, and his team as their season began.  I tried to make sure that my wording made it very 
obvious that I was not asking anything of him, but just that we wanted to be at his service.  Our 
town is so serious about their high school football, and the coach is under a lot of pressure and 
deals with a lot of people’s opinions of how they think he should run his team.  I asked him if we 
could have a meeting to see how we could help his team.  After he said yes, we scheduled it for 
Sonic Happy Hour and I made sure to get his drink order.  At our meeting, we just chatted.  There 
wasn’t much of an agenda on my end.  He told me about himself, his family, the team, and I 
talked about myself, my family, and our church.  It was a safe place for the coach to share what 
was on his heart, so I did a lot of listening and taking of mental notes of what this organization 
needs.  I thought for sure this big-shot coach wouldn’t want to take time to talk to a pastor, 
especially in a town where there are many churches who want to be involved.  But the coach was 
so gracious and welcomed any church connection he could get.”  -Brooke

“I made a commitment to visit a school lunch at the same campus, on the same day, each week.  
Over time, I began to develop strategic relationships with various staff members.  One of those 
relationships was with the football coach.  As I continued to serve the school and love on 
students at lunch, God opened the door for me to serve the team.  I was able to lead a weekly 
devotion and prayer with the team, and join them in the locker room and on the sidelines on 
Friday nights.”  -Seth

3



“We were already influencing and serving the campus by delivering seasonal gift baskets and 
providing lunch for the entire school staff at the beginning of each year.  As our relationship grew 
with the school and the community, the coaches were looking for a place to host a weekly team 
dinner.  We were happy to host them at our church each Thursday evening.  I used this connection 
to establish a relationship with the coaches and offered to deepen our level of commitment to 
the team.  Rather than offer just one thing, I made a list of large and small services that we could 
provide for the team.  This would allow the coach to have options based on his needs.  I asked 
face to face and followed up with the following personal email (below).  Our willingness to 
serve, and my boldness to have the conversation and send the email, opened the door to lead 
weekly devotions and prayer with the team every Friday night before they take the field.”  -
Marcus

Hi Coach!
I just wanted you to know how incredible it is for our church to partner with you and the Varsity Football Team at the "family 
dinners".  We are so proud to have your team at our church and are proud of the decisions that the young men are making on and 
off the field.  As I mentioned to you tonight, I was curious what opportunities there might be for myself and our church to partner 
with the team throughout the week and/or season.  I know that every coach, teacher, and principal have a "dream list" somewhere 
but usually lack the funds or hands to get it accomplished.  We want to help you with that.  I thought maybe the easiest thing for 
me to do is to send you a list of possibilities and allow you and the coaching staff to see if they might fit current needs that you 
have on your team.  However, if there are some other items that you need help with and you would be willing to let us partner 
with you, we would be honored to have the opportunity.

1. Gatorade Drop
We could show up to the end of one of your practices with coolers full of bottled Gatorade.  We simply distribute them to the 
players as they are leaving the field as a way of letting them know that we are behind them this season!

2. Campus Clean-up
Do you have some projects that need to be accomplished?  Help with organization, need a locker room or office painted?  Or any 
other practical service need?  (This would also include us helping fund the project as available)

3. Team Chaplain
I'm not sure what happens before the games or during the week, but if you wanted someone to come out and encourage the 
players at various times (at the end of a practice, before a game, etc.) I could assist in that.  This could also include praying with the 
team before a game or as needed.  I would be willing to travel to any games that you want me to at my own expense.  I know the 
importance of having multiple positive voices in your life and I would be happy to be another voice that helps echo those values 
to your team.

4. Thanksgiving / Holiday baskets
There are always students and families who need help during the holidays.  If a student mentioned to you that their family is 
struggling we would love to help in providing food, gifts, and encouragement to that family.  

Again, these are just a few.  Please let me know what we can do to help.  Have a great week!
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Whatever approach you decide to begin with, be prepared to do the following:

1. PRAY for God to open the door.  

2. EMAIL the principal, coach, or teacher that you have the most influence with and set up a time 
that is most convenient for them to meet.

3. BE READY for your meeting by dressing professionally, being on time (early), carrying a 
notepad and pen to take notes, and even considering bringing a favorite snack or drink for the 
leader you are meeting with.

4. LISTEN intently and find a way to serve their agenda rather than promoting your own.  Don’t 
commit to anything that you cannot actually complete.

5. THANK the leader for taking the time to meet with you.  Their time is expensive so let them 
know you value it.

6. FOLLOW UP promptly with an email to communicate your commitment and plan of action.

7. SERVE like crazy.  Be faithfully present!  As you are faithful in the smallest opportunities, watch 
as God opens additional doors for you.

8. ASK for additional responsibilities as your partnership grows.  Communicate your availability and 
heart to serve them.

9. BE CONSISTENT.  Make a commitment for the long haul.  You may not see any fruit from this 
labor for some time.  But just keep loving and serving!
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Taking the Lead

Use this sample timeline as a way to connect with coaches throughout the year.  While this 
timeline is modeled after the football season, feel free to scale it to meet the needs and calendar 
of the sport and team that God is leading you to serve.

JANUARY-APRIL
Find a way to be present on campus and build relationships with staff and students.  Connect with 
FCA and attend meetings and stay connected to student athletes.

MAY
Contact coaches and see if you can help with Spring football.  Deliver Gatorades or popsicles to 
the team. Send a note or email of encouragement to the head coach.  Attend your school’s 
graduation and congratulate players that you had an opportunity to invest in the previous season.

JUNE-JULY
Believe it or not, principals, coaches, and staff are in their offices or on campus strategizing for the 
upcoming school year and season.  The summer is a great time to set up a meeting, deliver a 
basket or gift card, and ask what needs you can meet.

AUGUST
Contact coaches to see how you can assist at two-a-day practices.  Deliver Gatorades or 
popsicles for the team.  Host a lunch or deliver early morning coffee and donuts for the coaches.  
Consider hosting a team breakfast or dinner for the students and their families.

SEPTEMBER-NOVEMBER
If the sports chaplaincy opens up to you, prepare to serve the team for the duration of the 
football season.  Be prepared to travel with the team at your own expense and always be on 
time (early).  If given the opportunity to share devotions, consider those provided in this resource.  
If your team makes the playoffs, find a way to encourage the coaches by way of a special note 
or gift.  Remember that the coaches have families, too.  Anything you can do to bless their spouse 
and kids throughout the season is a big win.

DECEMBER
The season is over.  Find a way to stay connected to the coaches and players.  Invite a coach out 
for lunch or coffee and talk about the success of the season.  Consider sending a Christmas card 
to the coach to stay connected.  
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Outreach Ideas

As you are preparing to reach out to your school’s sports team, here are some ideas that are 
already working:

“We would go up every Thursday and hand out Gatorades to every person on the team.  Even 
on Thanksgiving day we did that.  We would also give smaller appreciation gifts (gift cards) to the 
coaches throughout the season..”  -Jackson

“We brought Chick-fil-A sandwiches to the coaches on the first day of two-a-days.  We also 
developed a team of volunteers to provide breakfast for the entire team and coaching staff 
during a Saturday morning practice.”  -Seth

“Our student ministry and arena staff provides the high school rodeo team with weekly use of the 
church's indoor arena facility for different rodeo event practices free of charge.  The church also 
provides their large meeting room for monthly rodeo team meetings and it's end of season 
banquet.  Our ministerial staff believes in nurturing these young cowboys and cowgirls spiritually 
by providing inspirational devotions and prayer times during their meetings and rodeos.”  -Johnny

“We have provided monthly Gatorade drops during football season for the past 4 years.  We 
have been invited to sit on the sidelines at games as a supporting role for the team.  This year we 
partnered with a local business and provided new cleats for the varsity football players.  We 
have gained influence with the cheerleading staff, provided assistant coaches for their squad, and 
supported them financially during their national competitions.”  -Luis

“We have helped clean lunch room tables at lunch and delivered special drinks to the receptionist.  
During the season we deliver Gatorade after practice to the varsity football and basketball 
teams.  We connect with the coaches to see how many players and what time works best for the 
team.  We also deliver Starbucks coffee to coaches during the playoffs.  We have delivered 
popsicles to the band during their summer workouts and referees for the annual powderpuff 
game.  We lead a weekly Bible study for the coaches and provide a free Bible for all seniors at 
the end of the football season.”  -Joseph
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Preparing For Ministry

As the door opens for you to begin sharing devotions and biblical truths with the team, make sure 
you have connected thoroughly with the coach.  While this is an opportunity to share Christ with 
the students and coaches, remember that you are still there to serve the team and the agenda 
that the coach has laid out for the year.  

Before sharing your first devotion, you might want to confirm the following with the coach:

TIMING.  Find out how long you have to share and don’t go a second over.  If you are sharing 
before the game, remember that the clock is running and you are on their time.

VALUES.  Ask the coach what values are already being taught (respect, identity, courage, etc) and 
consider building your devotions around those topics.  This entire role is about serving and 
supporting the coach and partnering together for a successful season.  Always build the team up 
by being an encourager and motivator as you speak.  Stay away from condemning or judgmental 
statements.

BOUNDARIES.  As you are becoming more active with the team and given an opportunity to serve 
on the sidelines be clear about what you can and cannot do on the field.  Do not be a disruption 
to the play on the field, the referees, or the coaches and players on the sidelines.  Stand where 
the coach wants you to be and engage at the level you have permission and trust.  

ATTIRE.  As you are now an active part of the team, dress professionally when you are with 
them.  Find out what the expectation is for you as you are with the team on campus, in the locker 
room, and on the sideline.  Many coaches will have a shirt for you to wear.  Make sure you are 
always on your best and representing your church and the school with integrity and honor in 
public.

SIDELINE PASS.  Make sure you have the proper security passes to give you access to the team 
and their location in the school or stadium.  If you have been given any type of pass that gives 
you access to the field, locker room, or sideline, always make sure you have it with you.  Never 
give your pass to another player, parent, student, family member, or friend.  
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Devotional components

The following 31 devotions can be used to motivate students and coaches, introduce them to 
Christ and Kingdom truths, and encourage them in God’s plan for their lives.  Feel free to use 
these individual devotions in their entirety or shorten/lengthen to fit the time frame that you have 
been asked to serve.

As you are leading these devotions or those that you have developed on your own, consider the 
following components:

1. Greeting and encouragement 

2. Central theme or value  

3. Bible verse(s) that support your central theme or value

4. Practical application to life, their character, and the sport they are about to play

5. Closing prayer for students and coaches
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character:
the mental and moral qualities distinctive to an 
individual

HUMILITY 

Proverbs 16:18 (MSG) 
First pride, then the crash—the bigger the ego, the harder the fall.

(Start with a personal story of pride) The biggest obstacle you will face as an athlete isn't a tough team—it’s pride. 
Pride is putting yourself before the TEAM.  If pride is not dealt with, it will cost you.  In the big picture, your ego could 
cost the team.  The first thing you have to do is examine your ego.  The biggest step we can take in defeating our 
ego is practicing humility. C. S. Lewis said it like this, “Humility is not thinking less of yourself, it's thinking of yourself 
less.”  Humility is putting the team before yourself.  Before you walk out onto that field tonight, examine your ego.  I 
want to challenge each of you to practice humility.  Put your teammates first and you won’t have a problem 
dominating on the field.

CONSISTENCY 

Joshua 6:15-16, 20 (NLT) 
15 On the seventh day the Israelites got up at dawn and marched around the town as they had done before.  But this 
time they went around the town seven times.  16 The seventh time around, as the priests sounded the long blast on 
their horns, Joshua commanded the people, “Shout! For the Lord has given you the town!...20 When the people heard 
the sound of the rams’ horns, they shouted as loud as they could.  Suddenly, the walls of Jericho collapsed, and the 
Israelites charged straight into the town and captured it.

Here’s this group of people that have been given specific instructions on how to win the battle.  Up to this point, they 
have marched around the city of Jericho, in complete silence, once a day for six days straight.  And today they must 
walk around the city seven times.  I can imagine that there were probably some frustrating moments.  They probably 
got tired.  They probably wanted to quit.  But what if they would have quit?  What if they would have stopped short 
on their game plan?  They would not have won the battle.  But because they were consistent, because they were 
faithful to their game plan, because they just kept walking, they were able to win the battle!  There is no doubt that 
you have stretched, practiced, worked out, and run through countless drills and plays in preparation for tonight.  I’m 
sure it gets frustrating and tiring, but consistency is how you win the battles.  Whatever you do, just make sure you 
keep moving and taking steps forward!  Wouldn’t it be a shame if all those workouts, all those practices, and all 
those drills were for nothing?  You’ve come too far to quit now.  You’ve come to far to not go the whole way with 
your team.  Be consistent.  Stick to the plan.  And don’t give up!
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PREPARATION 

1 Samuel 17:32-37 (NLT) 
32 “Don’t worry about this Philistine,” David told Saul. “I’ll go fight him!”  33 “Don’t be ridiculous!”  Saul replied.  “There’s 
no way you can fight this Philistine and possibly win!  You’re only a boy, and he’s been a man of war since his youth.” 
34 But David persisted. “I have been taking care of my father’s sheep and goats,” he said.  “When a lion or a bear 
comes to steal a lamb from the flock, 35 I go after it with a club and rescue the lamb from its mouth.  If the animal 
turns on me, I catch it by the jaw and club it to death.  36 I have done this to both lions and bears, and I’ll do it to this 
pagan Philistine, too, for he has defied the armies of the living God!  37 The Lord who rescued me from the claws of 
the lion and the bear will rescue me from this Philistine!”

(Summarize the story of David and Goliath in 1 Samuel 17)  When we read this story, we typically see David as the 
underdog.  But the truth is David didn’t feel like an underdog.  He knew that God was on his side.  And this wasn’t 
David’s first throw with a rock.  He had been preparing for this moment his entire life as he had already killed a bear 
and a lion while protecting his sheep.  He had also been preparing his heart and mind and had developed into a man 
after God’s own heart.  David’s commitment to personal development and preparation allowed him to be at his best 
when God needed him most.  Whether you know it or not, you are preparing and investing in your future every day.  
What are you doing to strengthen your mind and solidify your character for the giants that will test you?  What skills 
are you developing that will pave the way for your success?  And are you fully aware that God is with you and on 
your side?  

LITTLE THINGS  

Song of Solomon 2:15 (NIV) 
“the little foxes...ruin the vineyards.”
“Watch your thoughts, they become words. Watch your words, they become actions. Watch your actions, they 
become habits.  Watch your habits, they become character.  Watch your character, it becomes your destiny."  
Whether you realize it or not, it’s the little things in your life that make you who you are.  God is in the habit of taking 
little, insignificant things and using them for extraordinary moments.  God uses a stone in the hand of a shepherd boy 
to take down a giant (1 Samuel 17:49).  A walking stick in the hands of a stuttering leader parts the Red Sea so the 
Israelites can walk across on dry land (Exodus 15:21).  The jawbone of a donkey in a hot-headed and stubborn warrior 
kills a thousand men and wins the battle (Judges 15:15).  And when Jesus instructs us on our faith, He even states the 
having faith the size of a mustard seed can move mountains (Matthew 17:20.  The little things are the most important 
things.  Be faithful with everything little thing placed in front of you.  Every thought.  Every decision.  Every 
responsibility.  Watch the little things in your life like pride or a bad attitude and shut them down before they get any 
bigger.  As you guard the little things, God will do big things in you and through you.
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ADVERSITY 

Luke 4:16-19 (NLT) 
“When he came to the village of Nazareth, his boyhood home, he went as usual to the synagogue on the Sabbath 
and stood up to read the Scriptures.  The scroll of Isaiah the prophet was handed to him.  He unrolled the scroll and 
found the place where this was written: “The Spirit of the LORD is upon me, for he has anointed me to bring Good 
News to the poor.  He has sent me to proclaim that captives will be released, that the blind will see, that the 
oppressed will be set free, and that the time of the LORD’s favor has come. ””
Luke 4:29-30 (NLT) 
“Jumping up, they mobbed him and forced him to the edge of the hill on which the town was built.  They intended to 
push him over the cliff, but he passed right through the crowd and went on his way.”

Jesus is just starting his season.  He is still trying to build his team of disciples.  And here he is in his very own 
hometown, he has just read his resume to let them know who he is,  and those closest to him are pushing him to the 
edge of a hill.  Jesus is definitely facing some adversity.  And even though He was physically being pushed, mentally 
He wasn’t moved at all.  He knew who He was and He knew the job He had to do.  He passed right through the 
crowd and went on his way.  Do you know who you are?  Do you know what you have to do?  Have you made a 
decision to not give up?  Remain focused and fight through adversity. 
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identity:
the condition of being oneself, and not another

BE YOURSELF

1 Samuel 17:38-40 (NLT) 
Then Saul gave David his own armor—a bronze helmet and a coat of mail.  David put it on, strapped the sword over 
it, and took a step or two to see what it was like, for he had never worn such things before.  “I can’t go in these,” he 
protested to Saul.  “I’m not used to them.”  So David took them off again.  He picked up five smooth stones from a 
stream and put them into his shepherd’s bag.  Then, armed only with his shepherd’s staff and sling, he started across 
the valley to fight the Philistine.

Work hard at being YOU.  David didn’t need Saul’s weapons or armor to slay the giant.  He just needed to be himself. 
God had already equipped him with the right skills and preparation to complete the task at hand.  Remember that 
you are God’s handiwork, created in Christ Jesus to do good works, which God prepared in advance for you to do 
(Ephesians 2:10).  Be yourself—everyone else is already taken!  Be the best version of yourself.  Be confident in who 
you are and the person God has created you to be.  And don’t forget that YOU + GOD is always the MAJORITY. 

MORE

Ephesians 3:20 (NLT) 
Now all glory to God, who is able, through his mighty power at work within us, to accomplish infinitely more than we 
might ask or think.

There is so much more to life than you can see.  And you can accomplish so much more than you think or believe. 
Your life is so much bigger than any single practice, play, game or season.  Don’t build your identity on temporary 
things.  God has so much more planned for you than you could ever imagine.  Push forward in every area of your life, 
both on and off the field.  Pursue excellence and don’t settle for average or good enough.  And always persevere 
when life or the game gets tough, because there is always more out there!  Remember, while today’s game is a big 
deal, the person that you are becoming along the way is a big deal, too.  Choose to be a person that pursues and 
believes God for more.
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GOD CARES

Psalm 37:23-24 (NLT) 
The LORD directs the steps of the godly.  He delights in every detail of their lives.  Though they stumble, they will 
never fall, for the LORD holds them by the hand.

Some people say "God doesn't care about football".  I myself would think that God has A LOT going on.  He’s gotta 
be busy right?  But when we read our passage from tonight, we discover that God delights in every detail of our 
lives.  How cool is that?  He cares about your hair, the grade you made on your test, and the big play that you made 
last week.  God cares about football.  He cares about the game you are about to play.  But most importantly, God 
cares about you.  As your life is submitted to God, the things that matter most to you also matter to God.  You might 
stumble and everything might not go exactly like you practiced or planned, but God is holding you by the hand and 
making sure that you do not fall.  When you walk out on that field tonight under the lights and in front of your 
classmates, family, and friends, know that God cares about you and that He's got your hand and that he will take care 
of you. 

UNSHAKABLE

John 16:33 (MSG) 
“I’ve told you all this so that trusting me, you will be unshakable and assured, deeply at peace. In this godless world 
you will continue to experience difficulties.  But take heart!  I’ve conquered the world.”
If Jesus is telling us that we will face challenges, there is a pretty good chance that it's going to happen.  He himself 
was tempted and tried even to the point of death.  He never gave in.  He never backed down.  He refused to quit on 
His life’s mission.  The result: a conquering King coming back from death, three days later, with the keys to death, hell, 
and the grave in His hands.  Yes, we will face challenges, but the good news is that as we face them we are not alone!  
Our conquering King promises to be with us along the way.  And with His spirit inside of us, we are unshakable! 
Overwhelming victory is ours through Christ, who loves us (Romans 8:37).  Whatever challenges you are facing, on or 
off the field, take heart knowing that you are not alone.  Remember, the same spirit that raised Christ from the dead 
lives inside of those who have made Christ the leader of their lives! 
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SONS & DAUGHTERS

John 1:12 (NLT) 
But to all who believed him and accepted him, he gave the right to become children of God.

How many of you here have ever been scared to mess up while playing your sport?  Where does this fear come 
from?  What does fear do to your ability to perform as an athlete?  As athletes, it’s easy to think that all of your 
value and worth is found in your performance.  It is engrained in you that if you are good at what your do, your coach 
will play you and people will like you.  But what would it look like if you didn’t have to rely on “what you can do” to 
know you are seen and loved?  When we see ourselves as sons and daughters of a good father, we understand that 
we are loved.  Love casts out fear (1 John 4:18), which causes anxiety and shame to lower.  There is not a need for 
perfectionism in performance when we know that we are loved, seen, and valuable inherently because we are part of 
the family with a loving perfect father.  When we are secure in who we are, this frees us to do what we love to do 
without fear or anxiety.  We know that we will be loved regardless of what we do.  As you step out on the field, 
remember who you are and whose you are!

SALT & LIGHT

Matthew 5:13-16 (NLT) 
13 “You are the salt of the earth.  But what good is salt if it has lost its flavor?  Can you make it salty again?  It will be 
thrown out and trampled underfoot as worthless.  14 “You are the light of the world—like a city on a hilltop that 
cannot be hidden.  15 No one lights a lamp and then puts it under a basket.  Instead, a lamp is placed on a stand, where 
it gives light to everyone in the house.  16 In the same way, let your good deeds shine out for all to see, so that 
everyone will praise your heavenly Father.

What is our world like today?  When you turn on the news, what do you see?  It’s pretty easy to see that there are a 
lot of messed up things and people.  God originally made the world for good, but when we (mankind) decided we 
wanted to be like God (Genesis 3:1-7) and depart from His ways, sin entered the world, leading to death and 
destruction (Romans 6:23).  In the midst of our sin and brokenness, God—out of his deep love for us—did not leave 
us alone to fix the problems we had caused.  Instead, He sent his Son to die in our place.  Jesus’ death brought life to 
the world, redeeming what was lost in the beginning when mankind turned away from God.  Now, God invites us into 
His mission of bringing life and healing to the world.  If you are a born-again Christian, you have the Holy Spirit living 
inside of you.  Even though Jesus is not on this earth in bodily form, He is still performing His redemptive work on the 
earth through His sons and daughters.  God’s Kingdom is brought into the world when we step into our true identity 
and fulfill our role as salt and light.  As God’s children, we are those who save others from spiritual death and bring 
light into dark situations and places.  Don’t hide from who you are.  What can you do to say “yes” to Jesus and step 
into your true identity?  What are some ways you can serve your teammates and be a light (godly example) on your 
team? 
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perseverance:
steady persistence in a course of action in spite 
of difficulties, obstacles, or discouragement 

NEVER GIVE UP

2 Chronicles 15:7 (NIV) 
But as for you, be strong and do not give up, for your work will be rewarded.

The Bible is full of champions that refused to give up when their faith and life were being challenged.  Moses didn't 
turn back when standing at the Red Sea.  Daniel did not stop praying in the lions’ den.  Paul did not give up preaching 
when thrown into jail.  Christ did not quit on the cross.  Trusting God when our backs are up against the wall isn’t easy, 
but when we do we get to see the incredible reward He has in store for us.  Moses saw the Red Sea opened and the 
Israelites walk safely across dry land.  Daniel witnessed the mouths of hungry lions shut tight when he was tossed 
into a den with them.  Paul’s relentless passion for the lost opened the door for many to put their faith in Jesus Christ, 
a Savior that endured the cross so that we could receive His grace and forgiveness today.  It is easy to give up when 
it gets tough, but when we press on, God is glorified. Our goal is to keep our eyes on Jesus that we may finish strong 
on and off the field.  It’s possible that God has an incredible reward waiting on your obedience and perseverance.  
Don’t give up!

DON’T LET GO

2 Samuel 23:9-10 (MSG) 
Eleazar...was with David when the Philistines poked fun at them at Pas Dammim.  When the Philistines drew up for 
battle, Israel retreated.  But Eleazer stood his ground and killed Philistines right and left until he was exhausted—but 
he never let go of his sword!"

Pas Dammim (Border of Blood) was the scene of frequent bloody conflicts between Israel and the Philistines.  This is 
the same location where David cut the head off of the giant Goliath.  In this battle, we find the warrior, Eleazar.  
Others were retreating, but he would not stop fighting.  He refused to let go of his sword.  Some translations say his 
hand grew tired and stuck or froze to the sword.  For the rest of your life you are going to have to choose to hold on 
to the things that matter most and not surrender.  Hold on tight to your dreams and your future, healthy relationships, 
your faith and your beliefs, your career, your marriage, and your family.  I believe that you can keep a tight grip on 
those things as long as you don’t let go and don’t surrender your work ethic, your passion and aggression, your 
talents, your integrity, your emotions, and your teamwork.  Every champion was once a contender that refused to 
give up.  Don’t let go of the things that matter most.  Don’t surrender, even when those around you appear to be 
giving up.
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FINISHING 

2 John 1:8 (ESV) 
Watch yourselves, so that you may not lose what we have worked for, but may win a full reward.

As you think about all the unfinished moments and assignments in your life, it's important that you understand God's 
character and nature is to finish what He begins.  Hebrews 12:2 refers to Jesus as the author and finisher of our faith.  
When referring to God's work within our lives Philippians 1:6 reminds us that the God who has begun a good work 
within you, will continue his work until it is finally finished.  Even in the creation of the world, Genesis 2 shows us that 
on day 7, God doesn't rest until His work was finished.  And what were the final words of Jesus on the cross as he 
completed the task of dying for our sins?  "It is finished".  Finishing is important.  Remember, at the finish you get the 
reward!   What are the things you need to finish strong?  A classroom assignment?  A responsibility at home? 
Accountability to your relationships?  Your reputation?  Your work on the field tonight?  Dig in and finish strong! 
(Optional Quote) "Regardless of what came before me or what has yet to come, what matters most right now is 
how I choose to respond to the challenge before me.  Will I lie down or will I fight?  The choice is mine and I choose 
to finish strong!"

REWARD

1 Samuel 17:25-26 (NIV) 
“Now the Israelites had been saying, “Do you see how this man keeps coming out?  He comes out to defy Israel.  The 
king will give great wealth to the man who kills him.  He will also give him his daughter in marriage and will exempt 
his family from taxes in Israel.”  David asked the men standing near him, “What will be done for the man who kills this 
Philistine and removes this disgrace from Israel?"

Leaders want to know what they are playing for.  David wanted to know what was at stake and what was to be 
earned for his hard work.  Winners will do whatever it takes to get the reward at stake.  David gave his whole self to 
the task at hand and was willing to risk his life to win it.  Reward follows work.  What is to be gained by living with 
integrity?  What is to be gained by working hard in school?  What is to be gained by living your life for Jesus?  What 
is to be gained by giving your all to your coaches and teammates today? 

PASSING THE TEST

James 1:12 (NIV) 
Blessed is the one who perseveres under trial because, having stood the test, that person will receive the crown of 
life that the Lord has promised to those who love him. 

If you can't be tested you can't be trusted.  If you can be proven, you can be promoted.  Paul, the author of more than 
half of the New Testament, understood trials, tests, and persevering through intense situations.  He was beaten with 
rods and whipped with 39 lashes on multiple occasions because of his faith in Christ.  (The Romans believed that 40 
lashes could kill a person.)  He was stoned, shipwrecked, thrown into prison, and left for dead hungry and thirsty.  
Yet, Paul persevered at every level.  He even penned this verse in the process: “One thing I do, forgetting what is 
behind and straining toward what is ahead, I press on toward the goal to win the prize for which God has called me 
heavenward in Christ Jesus” (Philippians 3:13-14).  Sometimes we're tested, not to show our weaknesses but to 
discover our strengths.  Don’t allow difficult tests of your heart, your mind, and your abilities to force you to quit.  
Lean into God and He will see you through and you will receive the reward you have been promised.
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effort:
exertion of physical or mental power for a 
specified purpose

SET A STANDARD

1 Timothy 4:12 (NIV) 
Don’t let anyone look down on you  because you are young, but set an example for the believers in speech, in 
conduct, in love, in faith and in purity.

In a game of inches, one yard can mean a lot in a game.  One yard could be the difference in a first down, a touch 
down or a field goal.  It is important to defend every yard when you’re on defense.  It is important to take every yard 
from the opponent when you’re on offense.  That’s the whole point of the game!  But, have you ever wondered 
where the “yard” came from?  As early as the middle of the tenth century, it is believed that the Saxon king Edgar 
kept a "yardstick" at Winchester as the official standard of measurement.  The king is the one who set the standard of 
what a yard looked like.  Everyone else had to line up with that measurement.  God, our King, has set a standard for 
how we live our life, and we need to line ourselves up with that measurement.  In our speech, in our conduct, in our 
faith, and in our purity (stop and talk about each one).  We must treat God’s yards (standards) the same way we 
treat the yards on the field.  We must defend them.  We must take them from our opponent (Satan). 

HARD WORK

Nehemiah 6:15-16 (NLT) 
15 So on October 2 the wall was finished—just fifty-two days after we had begun.  16 When our enemies and the 
surrounding nations heard about it, they were frightened and humiliated.  They realized this work had been done with 
the help of our God.

Nothing great is ever achieved by it just being handed to you.  You have to get in there and get dirty to get things 
done.  Nehemiah accomplished a huge undertaking of rebuilding his city’s walls with just three things: God’s favor, a 
good team, and good old fashioned hard work.  During the 52 days it took to rebuild the walls, there were two thugs 
who were opposed to seeing Jerusalem’s walls being rebuilt and they started to distract Nehemiah with threats and 
insults.  So the team of builders had to hustle to power through the threats and distractions they were up against.  
Each man helped the other with their task, stone by stone, mixing mortar, and each man watched the back of the 
other.  They had swords strapped to their sides ready for a surprise attack that could spring up right in front of them 
as they worked.  They posted guards that took shifts to stand on completed portions of the walls to keep watch as 
they worked.  But Nehemiah and his team of hard working builders completed their task in record time.  Their hard 
work, partnered with God’s favor, was enough to frighten and even humiliate their enemies!  What are you facing in 
your life that demands a little extra hard work?  You can do all things with God’s help and favor.  Just call out to 
Him and He will answer you.  He’ll give you strength and wisdom for all situations.  Especially ones that you have no 
idea how to handle, or you think are too big.  God helped Nehemiah, and He can help you too.  Commit your plans to 
the LORD and He will help you succeed.
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HUSTLE

2 Samuel 23:13-17 (NLT) 
13 Once during the harvest, when David was at the cave of Adullam, the Philistine army was camped in the valley of 
Rephaim.  The Three (who were among the Thirty—an elite group among David’s fighting men) went down to meet 
him there.  14 David was staying in the stronghold at the time, and a Philistine detachment had occupied the town of 
Bethlehem.  15 David remarked longingly to his men, “Oh, how I would love some of that good water from the well by 
the gate in Bethlehem.”  16 So the Three broke through the Philistine lines, drew some water from the well by the gate 
in Bethlehem, and brought it back to David.  But he refused to drink it.  Instead, he poured it out as an offering to the 
Lord.  17 “The Lord forbid that I should drink this!” he exclaimed.  “This water is as precious as the blood of these men 
who risked their lives to bring it to me.”  So David did not drink it.  These are examples of the exploits of the Three.

Have you ever wanted to do something special for someone you admire or care for?  To pull something like this off, 
it may take time, work, sacrifice and hustle on your end to get it done.  2 Samuel 23 is dedicated to the list of mighty 
men who served and fought with King David throughout his reign.  These men did heroic acts of service for their king, 
especially when the odds were stacked against them; they figured out a way to win against whomever they were 
fighting and come out victorious.  As the three warriors mentioned in these verses pushed through enemy lines, 
retrieved the water from the well, and fought back through enemy lines to return, they delivered the cup to David. 
They’ve just given this heart-felt, unselfish gift to their friend and King, and to their surprise, it is poured out as and 
offering of sacrifice and worship to the Lord.  To some, this would have been offensive.  Some would say, “Hey, I 
gave my time, effort and hustle to get that water for you, and you poured it out on the ground?”  Many of you 
would display that kind of hustle and sacrifice toward your coaches if they asked you to.  David was a guy that was 
very influential and passionate.  The hustle he displayed in his life inspired those around him to follow God 
wholeheartedly.  David used the gift of water that his three closest soldiers gave him for a higher purpose than just 
quenching his thirst. He gave it to God as an act of worship.  Will you use your hustle for more than just football?  
Will you use your God-given hustle to the LORD as an act of worship?  Be individuals that others talk about because 
of your great exploits and your desire to do big things for God. You do that by committing your life and your hustle 
to Him.

EFFORT

Ecclesiastes 9:10 (NIV) 
Whatever your hand finds to do, do it with all your might.

Do you know what you need to do to develop bad habits?  Nothing.  Bad habits develop naturally.  The truth is, you 
get back what you give.  Little effort = little reward.  Maximum effort = maximum reward.  Little effort in the 
classroom will produce little effort in your grades.  Little effort on your job may result in fewer hours or being fired. 
Little effort in a relationship could lead to a break up or a falling out.  Little effort in response to your faith will result 
in a powerless walk with Christ.  And of course, little effort on the field could cost you your position and even the 
game for the team.  However, with your best effort forward, you could have solid grades, be a leader on your job, 
cultivate healthy relationships, be grounded firmly in Christ, and be outstanding in your position and a catalyst to a 
winning season.  People of effort make every minute count.  In most scenarios, there are no second chances.  Success 
is the sum of small efforts repeated day in and day out.  What size of effort are you prepared to give?
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THE MOST EXCELLENT WAY

Exodus 25:1-9 (NIV) 
“The Lord said to Moses, “Tell the Israelites to bring me an offering.  You are to receive the offering for me from 
everyone whose hearts prompt them to give.  These are the offerings you are to receive from them: gold, silver and 
bronze; blue, purple and scarlet yarn and fine linen; goat hair; ram skins dyed red and another type of durable leather; 
acacia wood; olive oil for the light; spices for the anointing oil and for the fragrant incense; and onyx stones and other 
gems to be mounted on the ephod and breastpiece.  “Then have them make a sanctuary for me, and I will dwell 
among them.  Make this tabernacle and all its furnishings exactly like the pattern I will show you.”
In the book of Exodus, Moses (God's leader), is instructed to lead the people in building a Tabernacle, where God 
would meet with them.  The blueprints for this design had very specific instructions.  It was to be done in the most 
excellent way.  For the next 3 chapters, God unfolds His plans for the Tabernacle inch by inch.  His way required those 
whose hearts were in it.  In the intensity of life and the heat of the battle, keep your heart fully engaged.  His way 
required those who were prepared to bring their best.  Don’t bring anything less than your best to any area of your 
life.  His way also required those who were committed to the plan.  Follow the instructions.  Be in the right place at 
the right time.  Just like football, life is a game of inches.  Pay attention to the details.  The little things matter.  The 
snap, the handoff, the block, the cut, the tackle, the deadline, the curfew, honoring your parents and teachers.  
Commit to the plan.  Commit to living your life on and off the field in the most excellent way.
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intensity:
an extreme degree of strength, energy, feeling, 
and concentration

TAKE IT

Joshua 1:2-3 (NLT) 
2 ”Therefore, the time has come for you to lead these people, the Israelites, across the Jordan River into the land I am 
giving them.  3 I promise you what I promised Moses: ‘Wherever you set foot, you will be on land I have given you.”

(Summarize the story of the Israelites coming out of Egypt, and God’s plan to bring them into the promised land.)  
God had a destiny for the Israelites and His goal was to get them to a better place, but they would have to trust Him 
and fight some battles along the way.  They would have to fight for the land and defend the territory that God had 
promised them.  As a team, I’m confident that you have all set your minds on winning this game.  You have a 
long-term goal of making the playoffs.  But just because you want it doesn’t mean that your opponents are just 
going to give it to you.  You are going to have to fight for what you want.  Every ball, every block, every pass, every 
down, every series, every yard will be won by the team that decides to take it.  As you reflect on your personal life, 
what areas do you need to take control of and fight for?  What promises do you need to stand on and what future 
should you be passionately pursuing? 

IT’S YOUR TIME

1 Samuel 16:11-13 (NLT) 
11 Then Samuel asked, “Are these all the sons you have?”  “There is still the youngest,” Jesse replied.  “But he’s out in 
the fields watching the sheep and goats.”  “Send for him at once,” Samuel said.  “We will not sit down to eat until he 
arrives.”  12 So Jesse sent for him. He was dark and handsome, with beautiful eyes.  And the Lord said, “This is the one; 
anoint him.”  13 So as David stood there among his brothers, Samuel took the flask of olive oil he had brought and 
anointed David with the oil.  And the Spirit of the Lord came powerfully upon David from that day on.

When it came time for God to anoint a new king, no one was looking at David.  In fact, he wasn’t even invited to the 
party.  David was being overlooked and he wasn’t even being considered as a candidate for king with the rest of his 
brothers.  But it was David’s time.  It was his moment.  It didn’t matter what other people thought or what other 
people were saying.  It didn’t matter that other people were more qualified or looked the part!  None of that 
mattered because it was his time.  This season can be your time.  Other teams might be getting looked at or are being 
talked about, but this is your time.  You can either let this moment pass you by or you can step up and step into it 
with everything you have.  
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intensity

Judges 15:14-16 (NIV)
14 As he approached Lehi, the Philistines came toward him shouting.  The Spirit of the Lord came powerfully upon him. 
The ropes on his arms became like charred flax, and the bindings dropped from his hands.  15 Finding a fresh jawbone 
of a donkey, he grabbed it and struck down a thousand men.  16 Then Samson said, “With a donkey’s jawbone I have 
made donkeys of them.  With a donkey’s jawbone I have killed a thousand men.”

People of intensity are focused, driven, passionate, and determined.  The Old Testament gives us a snapshot of 
Samson.  He was the “Heavy Weight Champion” of the Bible.  As the strongest man to ever live, he models intensity 
on the field.  People of intensity have confidence (not cockiness) in their abilities.  Cockiness shouts, “look at me”.  
Confidence calmly says, “look at the scoreboard”.  People of intensity dig deep.  People of intensity do not run from 
the challenge; they run to the challenge.  They don’t retreat.  They relish the opportunity to compete.  People of 
intensity forget about their mistakes and step up when needed.  If you drive down the road and stare in the rearview 
mirror instead of looking through the windshield, you are going to have a wreck.  Glance at the past, but focus on the 
future.  Focus on the next play in the game or the next chapter of your life.  Intensity must last to the last whistle.

TEAR DOWN WALLS

Joshua 6:1-2 (NLT) 
1 Now the gates of Jericho were tightly shut because the people were afraid of the Israelites.  No one was allowed to 
go out or in.  2 But the Lord said to Joshua, “I have given you Jericho, its king, and all its strong warriors.

The Old Testament is full of great battles.  God's Word uses the battles fought in those days to help illustrate the 
battles we face today—emotionally, spiritually, and physically.  The Battle of Jericho is another one of those great 
battles that we can be encouraged by today.  Jericho was an undefeated city.  It was the most fortified city in the 
land that God had promised Israel. Its armies were barricaded behind walls that were 25 feet tall and six feet wide.  
To say the least, the army of Israel had their hands full.  Looking at the city from the outside, the prospect of victory 
didn’t look very good.  In spite of this worthy opponent, Israel marched forward because they had been given a 
promise from God: to tear down the walls and take what was theirs.   You have a worthy opponent every time you 
take the field.  They are big, fast, talented and tenacious.  On paper and film they look pretty good.  However, just 
because something looks a certain way doesn’t mean that’s the way it is.  Just because someone looks hard to beat 
doesn’t mean they can’t be beaten.  It was certainly that way in Jericho.  God gave the people specific instructions 
that produced an incredible victory when carried out.   And, just like any battle in life, God always equips us and gives 
us a plan.  You've been practicing your plan all week through the commands of your coaches.  God has equipped 
each of you to accomplish that plan through the wisdom, talents, strength, speed, and agility that He has blessed you 
with.   Now follow the lead of the Israelites, and go tear down the walls that separate you from your victory!
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RESPONSIBILITY 

Nehemiah 4:14 (MSG) 
After looking things over I stood up and spoke to the nobles, officials, and everyone else: “Don’t be afraid of them. 
Put your minds on the Master, great and awesome, and then fight for your brothers, your sons, your daughters, your 
wives, and your homes.

Nehemiah is given news that his hometown is in ruins.  The city's wall has been destroyed  and he responds to a 
righteous call to rebuild it.  It's his city.  It's his turf.  It's his territory.  It's his responsibility.   In the process he must rally 
the people together, tune out the voices of those who criticize his work, and defend himself from those who want to 
end his life and work.   In chapter 4, Nehemiah is being heckled for his beliefs and threatened for his work.  He is 
committed to rebuilding the wall and letting nothing stand in his way.  He begins to put the people in place to stand 
their ground and defend their territory.  The thing about territory is that it is personal.  You have a personal 
responsibility to God to steward your talents and abilities with integrity and honor.  You have a personal responsibility 
to your coaches to step up to the challenges that they have trusted you with.  You have a personal responsibility to 
not give up on your team.  And you certainly have a personal responsibility to be the best version of yourself that 
you can be.  As you defend your territory tonight, make it personal.  
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unity:
oneness in heart, mind, and action

TEAMWORK

Ecclesiastes 4:9-10 (NLT)
9 Two people are better off than one, for they can help each other succeed.  10 If one person falls, the other can reach 
out and help. But someone who falls alone is in real trouble.

This scripture really opens our eyes to the fact that it’s a lot easier to succeed in life when we aren’t alone.  Michael 
Jordan said, “Talent wins games, but teamwork and intelligence wins championships.”  Teamwork is a BIG deal.  To 
have big plays, to bring home wins, and to even just succeed in life you need a team of people surrounding you.  
Here’s an interesting illustration: a draft horse can pull as much as 8,000 pounds by itself.  That’s a lot!  How much do 
you think 2 draft horses can pull together?  (you will most likely hear 16,000 pounds)  The crazy thing is that two 
draft horses can actually pull more than 16,000 pounds.  They can pull over 24,000 pounds together.  Being a team 
means you can do more than you ever could have by yourself.  Are you being a team player?  Are you giving this 
team all that you have?  Are you living life alone?  Think about what difference it would make in your life if you had 
a team to support you.  Think about what difference it would make stepping on the court knowing that your team 
had your back.  Don’t go it alone.  Stop making this all about you and make it about the team.  If every one of you 
decided today that you were going to stand together, not just on the field, but in every area of life, I promise that 
nothing could stop you.  Remember, teamwork makes the dream work.

THE STRENGTH OF WORKING TOGETHER

Ecclesiastes 4:9-12 (MSG)
9-10 It’s better to have a partner than go it alone.  Share the work, share the wealth.  And if one falls down, the other 
helps,  But if there’s no one to help, tough!  11 Two in a bed warm each other.  Alone, you shiver all night.  12 By 
yourself you’re unprotected.  With a friend you can face the worst.  Can you round up a third?  A three-stranded 
rope isn’t easily snapped.

(To begin this devotion, pass out a two inch strand of a cut rope to each athlete.)  This strand of rope I’m passing out 
to you all is just a small piece of the whole rope.  Many of you use these in your rodeo events and you know the 
value of this piece of equipment.  By themselves, these strands couldn't bear much weight before they would snap.  
However, when a bunch of these skinny strands are twisted together tightly on a machine, they can bear the weight 
of a calf, a steer and even a bull.  These little strands of rope you hold in your hands have to work together to do 
something important.  There is no way they can accomplish the same job independent of the other strands!  It’s the 
same way with you all, individually, as well as a team.  Learn to recognize the strength of working together.  The 
truths from God’s word are here to encourage us and give us endurance to keep going as a team with Jesus at the 
center strand.  As we are twisted tight with Him, He will help us and give us greater purpose.  Be aware of the cutting 
remarks you as a team member use toward each other.  Don’t damage each other.  One may be overpowered, but 
two can defend themselves.  A cord of three strands is not easily broken.  Work together and see the difference!
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ACHIEVING TOGETHER

Joshua 6:1-5 (MSG)
1 Jericho was shut up tight as a drum because of the People of Israel: no one going in, no one coming out.  2-5 God 
spoke to Joshua, “Look sharp now. I’ve already given Jericho to you, along with its king and its crack troops.  Here’s 
what you are to do: March around the city, all your soldiers.  Circle the city once.  Repeat this for six days.  Have 
seven priests carry seven ram’s horn trumpets in front of the Chest.  On the seventh day march around the city seven 
times, the priests blowing away on the trumpets.  And then, a long blast on the ram’s horn—when you hear that, all 
the people are to shout at the top of their lungs.  The city wall will collapse at once.  All the people are to enter, 
every man straight on in.”

The Israelites had been wandering aimlessly in the wilderness for 40 years (2080 weeks).  However, the moment 
they submitted themselves to the leadership and focused their hearts and minds on the same goal, they tore down 
the city walls in a week.   Achieving together means looking the same direction.  Obstacles are those frightening things 
you see when you take your eyes off the goal.  As the Israelites marched around the walls their eyes were looking 
forward.  Achieving together means committing to the same goals.  In the absence of a great goal, pettiness prevails.  
The Israelites committed to every detail of their plan for victory.  Achieving together means shouting for the same 
reasons.  There was no chatter as they walked.   There was no bickering, arguing, complaining, or jealousy about 
playing time.  Their unity made the most noise in the battle.   And all of them entered the city victoriously...together.

UNITY

1 Corinthians 1:10 (NCV)
I beg you, brothers and sisters, by the name of our Lord Jesus Christ that all of you agree with each other and not be 
split into groups. I beg that you be completely joined together by having the same kind of thinking and the same 
purpose.

Unity can probably be defined by one word: together.  During the time that Paul wrote this letter to the Corinthian 
church (AD 56), they were anything but together.  The early Christians were beginning to drift in their beliefs and 
values.  Many had compromised their standards and they were unsure on how to resolve conflict with each other.  
Paul writes in an effort to help them align their lives, beliefs, and values with Christ, rather than the corrupted world 
around them.  As a team, if we have any chance of winning, we need to be together.  We need to believe together.  
With as many people and personalities that make up this team, I’m sure that we could find many things to disagree 
about.  But I’m confident that we can all agree on one thing: we want to win.  We may have different views on life, 
but we can share the same thought and purpose that it takes to be victorious.  We need to fight together.  No 
divisions.  Do not allow your team to be split up.  Refuse to be isolated.  We will stand and fight as one.  And we 
need to celebrate together.  Expect great moments, expect the best out of each other, and encourage like crazy 
along the way.  We may not have it all together, but together we have it all!
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TOGETHER

2 Corinthians 8:10-14 (MSG)
So here’s what I think: The best thing you can do right now is to finish what you started last year and not let those 
good intentions grow stale.  Your heart’s been in the right place all along.  You’ve got what it takes to finish it up, so 
go to it.  Once the commitment is clear, you do what you can, not what you can’t.  The heart regulates the hands.  
This isn’t so others can take it easy while you sweat it out.  No, you’re shoulder to shoulder with them all the way, 
your surplus matching their deficit, their surplus matching your deficit. In the end you come out even.

If you want to go fast, go alone.  If you want to go far, go together.   In 2 Corinthians, the author and leader, Paul, is 
writing to the church in Corinth and is following up on a commitment that they made together.   In order for them to 
honor their commitment, it would was necessary for them to come together.  Paul’s letter to the Corinthians is a 
reminder to our team and what we must commit to in order to win.  We must be together in heart.  What do you 
believe about yourself?  What do you believe about your teammates?  Settle in your heart that you have what it 
takes and will do what it takes to win as a team.  We must be together in speech.  It’s easy to point out someone’s 
mistakes.  Visualize yourself and your teammates being successful and speak to their future, not their past.  Be the 
encouraging voice that your team needs in the game, on the sideline, in the locker room, and in the classroom.  And 
finally, we must be together in actions.  Shoulder to shoulder.  Standing and moving as one.  Admit your weaknesses 
and allow the strength of your teammates to fill in the gap.  In the same way, be strong in the areas that your 
teammates are weak so that at the end of the game everyone shares the credit.  When a group comes together, 
they set themselves apart!
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